
 

PARENT ADVOCACY AND ENGAGEMENT 
AGENDA 

Date: 11/02/2020 
Time: 5:00-7:30 
Facilitator: Leah Dumezich 

Committee Members 

Eric Maciszak, Parent | Laura Newman, Parent | Stacy 
Vasilak, Parent | Lori Rose, Parent | Annette Snyder, Parent 
| Sheila Prutsman, Parent | Julie Martoccio, MS Guidance 
Counselor | Jill Peterson, Parent | Rebecca Alvarez, Parent | 
Jodi Barham, Parent | Afrika Powell, Parent | Antwan Pipkins, 
Parent | Zella Garron, Parent and GHS Teacher I Melissa 
Baez, Parent (absent) 
 

 DISCUSSION  

 Welcome  

 Introductions   

 Purpose and intentions    

 Future meeting dates  

 Future Topics  

 
Breakout discussion:  Virtual Learning 
Equity 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 DISCUSSION  

 
VIRTUAL LEARNING EQUITY:  Ideas shared 
during breakout 
 
-How to report internet/connectivity issues 
streamlined 
 
-A need for K-5 “Virtual Only” classes 
 
-Grade level consistency 
 
-Easy access to Tech Dept. 
 
-Virtual learning and engagement training resources 
(not just Schoology training) 
 
-Syllabus for all teachers that is easily accessible to 
parents 
 
-Consistency in regards to quarantined and how long, 
ability to attend or not attend virtually when sick 
 
-More communication from teachers on what student 
needs to work on and if they are failing 
 
-Grade syncing more often for consistency from 
Schoology to PowerSchool 
 
-How to report connectivity issues so student is not 
reported as absent 
 
-A “how to” work through glitches with 
apps/connectivity 
 
-Consistency with how assignments are submitted (on 
the course, in homeroom folder, through the 
messenger, etc.) 

 
 
  



 

 DISCUSSION  

 
 
FUTURE MEETING TOPICS 
 
COMMUNICATION, PREVIOUS PLANNING 
COMMITTEES AND RESULTS.  
 
COMMUNICATION CONTINUED:  CLIMATE, UNITY, 
TRANSPARENCY 
 
FINANCES, TRANSPORTATION, GRADE 
CONFIGURATIONS, TEACHER RETENTION, CLASS SIZE 
 
PATHWAYS AND GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS, 
SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
 
504 PLANS, IEPS, TITLE SERVICES, EL SERVICE 
 
STANDARDIZED TESTING AND FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS 
 
CURRICULUM (ELEMENTARY MATH), HOMEWORK, 
RIGOR, REMEDIATION 
 
FUTURE PLANNING TBD 
 
LAST MEETING AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS INVITING 
NEW PARENTS!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Follow up on Virtual Learning Equity after receiving 
parent input: 
Plans to discuss executing a consistent format K-5 for 
assignments, homework, and assessments each week are in 
the works.  This will be consistent across all grade levels and 
readily available for parents in grades K-5.  It is our hope that 
this will alleviate communication struggles between parents 
and teachers, streamline expectations, and allow for 
students to continue even if having technical or connectivity 
issues at home.  Please expect this change to be 
implemented by 11/30/2020. 
 
Additional resources are available on the website for parents 
to assist in virtual learning.  More resources will be sent 
through Schoology to help support parents of Virtual 
Learners.  Please go the GPS website on the main page.  
Click ELEARNING.  This will give parents information on 
trouble shooting, PowerSchool, Schoology, and contacts as 
well as a form for the help desk.  Below is just one resource 
posted on the GPS website.  When leaving a message or 
sending an email, please be sure to clearly state the 
student’s first and last name(spelling of last name of the 
student), grade level, and specific issue you are having.  You 
can also complete a help desk from on the link provided.  
Please do not call building secretaries as they cannot 
address the issues.  Please know that the tech team will  



 

 
answer all help desk forms, voicemails, and emails in the 
order they are received and as fast as possible.   
 

• eLearning Help! 

Does your student's iPad show this image? If so touch Login 
with Microsoft Azure to continue.  

Many iPad issues can be resolved by steps shown 
in this Troubleshooting document. 

If you continue to have trouble, you may reach out to school 
support staff in several ways. 

By phone at 219-924-4281 ext 5025 or 
at rdragomer@griffith.k12.in.us 

By phone at 219-924-4281 ext 5024 or 
at jtibbs@griffith.k12.in.us 

By phone at 219-924-4030 ext 2128 or 
at nsarver@griffith.k12.in.us 

By electronic submission by clicking this link: Online Help 
Form 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Middle-High School:  If parents are looking for daily 
assignments and homework assignments, please utilize your 
student’s IPAD to see daily assignments and homework that 
are due that day.  If you click on the actual course, you will 
see a folder for each day with the assignments, homework, 
etc.  This will give you a faster way of checking to make sure 
assignments have been submitted.  To the right of the screen 
in the course, you can see “assignment submitted”.  There is 
always a time lapse from when students complete work, 
grading, when grades are posted.  This should give parents 
faster information specific to their child completing 
assignments and homework.  
 
Our elementary math curriculum is lined with state testing for 
the K-5 buildings.  We have received a lot of complaints 
about the math curriculum and the immediate need for more 
remediation at the elementary level.  This will be discussed 
among the administration and the teachers to determine a 
solution that best meets the needs of our students during 
this challenging year.  Please know that our Title team has 
been working diligently at the elementary level to deliver 
NWEA testing and Dyslexia Screening.  Title 1 scheduling and 
remediation is scheduled to begin for students requiring 
remediation.   
 



 

 
 
If you are having connectivity issues at any point during the 
day, please message the teacher on Schoology immediately.  
The teacher may not be able to respond quickly as they are 
instructing class.  The classroom teacher will send the 
message and report to the school secretary so that 
attendance can be adjusted accordingly.  Please give this 
process a few days to be corrected in attendance with 
PowerSchool. 
 
Our school nurse team (all licensed RN’S) are working 
diligently with our local Lake County Health Department to 
determine who and how long a student or staff member is 
quarantined.  We are fortunate to have an RN in each 
building this year at GPS, especially during these challenging 
times of a pandemic.   Often, our RN’S are working hand in 
hand with the health department and taking their advisement 
on each specific case.  Our Nursing Team and 
Superintendent continue to attend weekly meetings with the 
Lake County Health Department and follow the CDC 
guidelines as advised. While we may not agree with each 
determination or understand the “why”, we support that it is 
their area of expertise and ask that you continue to support 
them at a time that an abundance of caution in regards to 
slowing the spread and making the best decision they can 
during these challenging times is with your child’s safety and 
health at the forefront. 



 

 
 
The opportunity to have a Virtual classroom for each grade 
level in grades (K-5 only) has been discussed with the Admin 
Team.  Please know that our elementary building principals 
have had this discussion with each grade level team.   It will 
be discussed with the teachers again prior to Thanksgiving 
Break.  Several pros and cons have been discussed at each 
grade level in the past.  If this were to be implemented, it 
would not go into effect until the second semester.  This 
would also cause a change of classroom teacher for several 
students in grades K-5.  We value the input of our teachers.  
They have also expressed the relationships they have 
developed with each student and how important that is to the 
student’s learning environment.   
 
At this time, Schoology and PowerSchool should be synced 
daily for accuracy among both platforms.  Please reach out to 
the classroom teacher if a discrepancy is noted. 
 

 

 

 

 


